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1]y Revi f the Syrian Pr
Dqﬂy Review of the rian [Fress
‘ The following is an infermal digest of vaterial frem thé lecal Arabie Prass,
end is in ne way to be considered as an affiecial trarslation, It should noat
be guoted nor attrihuted to the Legation,
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NAWSEAPERS REVIEED

Alif Ba', Al Nasr, Al Labas, Al ayyocm, Al 'Alam,
Al Jabal and Al Shadab.

-vm--ooo-u--o

DOMESTIC AFFAIRG,

SECURLTY CONFERUNCES

: ': DPreparatory steps are being tasen to hold a
meeting between the Lyyptlan, Syrian, and the Lebaness
authorities to conclude an uagreenent regarding tle
planning of a campaign ageinst terrorism und orime, ‘
Chiefs of the Security Devertments of these countries will
represent thelr Yovernmente,

AVIATION aOTLiisNT JIThL PUKSY wNU GREKCE:

ALif Ba': Uur reporter learns that the final drart of the
Aviation sgreement with Ureece 1s prepared aud thet the
ceremony of signing the agreament will take place during
the next weexk at the Yoreign VUffice.,

The
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The avimtlion sgresment with Turkey is expected to be
conciuded during the month of Julye.

LHGLICH BOUas WO SYH LA

ALLT Ba': The amperican Looks Exchange Centsr in ashington
lias informed the Syrian legation there of its decision to
present a conslderable number of books in English to oSyrian
Culturel Institutions and has requested it to supply funds for
shipment expenses on these books for it (the sxchange Center)
haogs no appropriations for such a slilpment.

GIFTS TO SYRIAMN ARIYS

L1if Ba': A pumber of women of the Palestine Liberation
Commithee composed of wives of oyrian Apay officers under
the chalrmanship of Liadame Bahij] ale-dallas visited the front
gnd presented gifts to Syrilan Army personnel stationed

there.

& CRUATIVN 0. LlaCATION I DAlLSCUS?E

A1AL Ba': s delegation representing two million christian
and Loslem Croats now refugees from thelr country visited
Colonel Lusni alesn'im and informed hiwm of the conditions
in thelr couuntry wihich forced tlielr dispersement. The
Colonel assured them they were welconed in Syria and they

would bhave treatment equal to that of Syrian citizens.

HOLE STATE aPPOINTHUNTS:

Al \wubas: the folloving appointuents had been decided by
ine Council of Ministers iun its day-before-yesterday meeting
‘June 8, 1949): '

Jamnl sl-Farra has been appointed as Charge d'affaires in
Brussels.

Shawikat wahssnl, «ssistant Directortﬁeneral of tihe rolice,

Jemil Saliba, Secretary General of the Instruction.

CHANGE
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CHANGE OF SYRIAN YLAG :

Al aAyyam: Yrom a very rellable source our reporter learns
tnat the vyrian flag will be ciianged to a red fleld with a
white eagle flying in the center. This new flag will
probably be introduced after the slectiond the President,
and the promulgation of a new constitution,

POSSIBILE KELEASE OF JAJIL AL-HaFWaR:

A} ayyam: The Dean of the byndicate of Press, Nasuh Babil,
and the Secrstary, Wadih Sidawl called on Colonel Za'lm at

his office und begged hi.. to order the release of Wajih dl -
Haffar, owner-editor of suppressed papor %L:QQQQQL who has

been in Jail since the Coup d'Etat. The Colonel informed

them of Haffar's readiness in a letter he had presented to

the military authorities to contribute 25,000 Pounds Syrlan to -
the Syrian apmy on its day, June 15, and that he, the Colonel,
will conslder the matter of hls release.

ALEPFO DIRECTOX OF VRESS DiaRTHisNT:

Al Ayyam: Mr, Faris ilurad has been appolnted as Director of
Propaganda, Publication, and Broadcasting in the clity of
Aleppo.

Ne BUILDING Ok FOLLIGN OFFICK:

Al Nagr: Press reporter informs thut the Minlstry of Forelgn
Affairs has rented adil Shaykh al-ard's three-storey
building at Muhagireen for 1S. 25,000 yearly for its new
premises,

TRIAI. OF A SPY:

A1 Nagr: The Criminal Court looked yesterday into the ocase

of a Palestinian youth from Samakh, who was caught in the
‘Himma area and who admltted he was zathering information about
the #yrian army in that area for transmission to an agent

of the Jews. [The Court prounounced a sentence of 3 years hard
labor and three furtiier years of exile.

COMPENSATICN '[0 SUPPRH5SKD PAPERSS

Al Nasr: In accordance with legislative decree No. 112,
owners of suppressed papers will be paid the compensation
assessed by the commiittee specially formed for this purpose,
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provided the total anount of cempensation to be pald to
all suppressed papers does not exceed LS. 250,000,

The 1le:islative decree also stipulates thut further
concassicas for publishing a paper or mogazine will not e
glven until the lssuance of the new Press Law which defines the
qualifications of editors and publishers. Yurther, nor owner
of & suppressed paver who gets compensation will be licensed
0 publish a new paper even after the promulgation of the
Press Lawm,

ARAB oFFAIRS

U S W A T S S S

o SHIFT IN AMBERICAN ALi1TUDE:

slif Ba': according to reports from Jashingtou the assistant
Secrotary of State refused to Teply to a question regurding
news publishied by the amerilcan press to tue effect L. ©

tiie Uovernment of the United States has ordered Israel to
accept unconditionalily the repatriation of a great nwnber

of apab refugees. Nevertheless, the aAgsistant Secretary

of State said that the US Governmaent is much concerned over the
maintenance of peace in the iliddle nast and that it will spare
no eifort 1o effect a rapproaciutent between the apabs ané the
WS o

There is every indicatlon that as far as tle arabs are
concerned a marked shift in the smerican attitude is taking
place and that the smerican people are beginuing to realize that
thie sapabs have a right to return to thelr homes and pro=
perties. The same sources add that the american Yovernment is
likely %o 1ift the embargo on shipuent of arus to «iiddle
tastern countiies.. |

WITHD Gl K10 iiISHMea HoY YakbsN:

Al ayyam: From Lake Juccess sources coues the intoraation
ti.at the new proposal of acting smediator Dr. Bunche whicih was
carried by General Itiley sugyestis the Gyrian srmy's withdrawal
£a5.1 sighmar .syarden which 1s to become & neutral lend.

AMBRKICAN PRESSULE ON ISRakLS

Al Nasr: In reply to recent press Iumiors to the effact
LT TR S ST I - . .
That the smerican Governgent had heen apnlying pressure on

Israel
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Isracl as regards bthe refugee and the frontler questiouns,
the Isvaeli Foreign Office lssued an of ficial cousaunigue
aduitting "thut the Governments of the Unlted Stgates

and Israel have excianged views about the talks presently
conducted at Lausanne.” The coununigue denled that the
United Statos Government had threatensd imposition of
economic end political sanctions.

On the other hand, the State Department issued 8
cowmunique in Washington containing tue above iuformation
and urging thut the Israelis accent the internationalization
of Jerusalem repatriation of refugees and their

compensation.

AMERICANS STaRT %0 ¥ wil, baliGuk Ob ISRaBLS

A) Nagx: Under glaring headlines on the first page saying
Tt "israel Constitutes a Danger to america™, this paper
translates an article written by Nenry Catfin, former head o
the Theological School in New York. ‘his article, the paper
says, is an indication that tle intellectual centers which so
far have been supporting 4ionisn are now realising the

dasnger emanating from it,

ECONOMIC AYFaIkS

- - T - e B dun S s WS Sl e Sob e S

MIRs 1LIGUIDATED:

a) Wasr: During the last two ronths of tlie new regimne,
Tinonoe Minister Jabbara has succeeded in liquidating the
Mira, The profits of the State Tfrom the Mira since its
inception in 1943 and until May 31, 1946, awaounted to more
tian LS. 41,000,000, However, according to ti:is paper's
gorresondent, most ol these profits have gone o balance
+he defTicit incurred by the poor's bread program and the
remaining amount of 1S5,7,000,000 have been the net profit of
Syria,

LIFTIRG OF £XPORY kuSTRICTIONS:

ALAf Baf: 41l restrictlons on the export of cotton to
Tobanon hes been lifted in return for Lebanese action
1ifting restrictons on the export to Syria of yarms, iron
and cemento.

SUBJUGATION
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SURJUGATION GF FORSIGN AaND aRaB COMrANTuS:

Alif Ba': “he statistics of ayab and Yoreign Insurance Companies

subject to the Legislative Decree providing for regulation of
operation of such concerns is glven as 130 foreign Insurance
Companies and 95 Foreign and arab.

This now legislative decrec makes necessary the
registration of these Cumpsnies within the next six nonths,
and the opening of wain offices in Syria.

4 spokesman of the lnspectorate General of Concessionary
Companice stated thot two more laws are prepared regurding the
resulations of Corporations wnd limiteu companies. The
promulgation of these two laws are expected shortly.

CLOTH MERCHANTS' COMPLAINISS

Al Ayyam: Complaining agalnst the income tax requested for

tue years 1943-1948 imposed by the Ministry of Finance,

ané begging their exempiion from this tax the small-cloth
merchants have submitted petitions to Colonel Husni al-Za'im,
to the iinistry of ripnance and to the .iinistry of loreign
w~ffairs. They express their inability to meet these
requirement in view of the present stagnation in the market and
the ocrop of 50% in prices of cloth caused by excess imports

of such commodities,

o COMPROMISK TO Ralill CUKLENCY INFHEAC'UTONS @

A} ayyam: In accordance with Decree No. 355 of the Ministry
of Ifinance which gave the wmerchants one montis notice to
refund the compromise payments te the uxechange 0flice, the
Director of this Office has requested all courts dealing in
tho infractions of the merchants to postpone thelr verdicts
until the expiration of the delays.. According to the
compromise solution the total sun of rare currcncy owned

to the wachange office is 1 nillion dollars and 600,000
Sterling vounds, beins only 10% of the total requirement.

Only 20% of the debtor merchunts have refunded their
dehts to the xchange Ufflces

FULPisd KeuUCTION IN KuNiy URGED:

£]_Ayyam: An open letter addressed to Colonel Za'im by a
nunber of house-tenants petitions a rewuction of 50% on

‘ rents
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rents in view of the present econoiuic crisis which the
coundry is suifering.

SALE OF wiiaT TO RutUGiLS 32

Al Ayyem: Minister. of Yinance liasan Jabbare has approved the
sale of 2,600 ‘ons of wheat to the arab Refugees Institution
at 170 Pounds Syrien per 100-kilo saecs.

EXCEPTIONAL INCOME TAXESS

Al alam: This Paper published today the followlng outlines
of the new Legislative Decree regarding exceptional tax on
exorbitant profits accumulated during vworld War II and earned
from commerocial and industrisl operations effected in Syria,
Apticle 1o An excepbional tax on exorbitant profits realized
in vyria during the period 1. 1. 1940 to 12. 21. 1948 and
earned from comnercial operations is lLiereby created.

articte 2. Net yearly profits exceeding 20,000 Syrian Pounds
are subject to this Tax,.

srticle 3. Persons subject to this Tax, real or moral, are
divided into two categories:

a., Those subject on bhusis of real profits, and
b. Those subject ou basls of established profits.

article 5. Tax due on Category (a) yearly profits is fixed as
Tollows:

10% on profits exceeding 20,000 to 100,000
15% on profits from 100,u00 tuv 150,000
20% on vrofits exceeding 150,000

article 10, The total amount of exceptional tax whicu should
bc collected is 7,500,000 vyrian Pounds.

article 20: The tax will be collected on six egual
instellments, the first to be collected after 30 davs subsequent
to the imposition and the last on December 31, 1950.

Two More hxcentional Taxes:

Today «1 Alam publisiied tlie outlines of two nmore exceptional
taxes whnicli nre suamarised hy tiie paper as fol.iows:
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sxceptionsl Tex on rProfits Nesulting From the Sa’e of
Hanl uBtates in Syria, '

1. This 'Tax ie iupesed on all operations during the period
1.1.40 to 12.31.48., OSenools, hospitals, orphunages, charitable
andg civil institutions exenpied.

2, thus Tax is [lxed as follows:
10% on profits excseding 40,000 Syrien PPounds,
15% on profits from 40,000 to 100,000,
20% on profits above 100,000,

kxceptional Tax on Foreign Yrade Vrofits:

Thnis tax will be determined bhy:

1. The asmount of rare curreuncy granted by the nxciange 0ffice
from January 1, 1940 to Uec. 31, 19438.

P The rars currency unpald to the iBxolange Office as

g share frowm sxport from Syrla and from lebanon by ~yrians
ving there.

<o
%
1
3. Rare currency does nct include rreich Irancs.
Le wxempt from this Tax arve:

a. Yovernment officials graunted rare currency for travel
on official mission.

b. Uovernment suppliers, save part of their commission,

¢. ocl:wools, hospitals, and clharitable and religious
organisations.

d. Students studying abroada
e. HRepreseutatives of Yoreign countries,

f. Currency granted for import of maculnery and spare
rarts for faclories..

g. iare currency unusea and repaid to the sxcuunge Office.
5, Tue Tax is fixed us Tollows:
1. 40 piastres on each Sterling, bgyptiun or valestinian
sound, or iraqi winar granteu Or due 0 the oxchange
Office with effect frow wmarch 1h, 1947.

2. 20 piastres

Approved For Release 2004/02/23 : CIA-RDP83-00415R003200050013-6




Approved For Release 2004/02/23 : CIA-RDP83-00415R003200050013-6

( Pr. Dig. 109/9 )

2. 20 piastres on euch dollar of equivalent of other
rare currency granted or due wiith effect rfrom ilarch
1, 1946 (%)

6. The tax will be veduced 50% if rare currsuey is gramed «@
due before wmarch 14, 1946,

7. The records of the sicimnge Office determine the
amount of Tax.

s I S G S -

¥ .GH/JISS /aet.
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June 9, 1949.

Nogn Commentary

. Alif J3a', the Damascus daily, has publisaed an article on
the decision recently taken by tne Syrian Caoinet to neld a
-sudblic refcrendum on the 25th of this month in which the elector-
ate will be asked to elect the President of the gepublic and to
give their views on constitutional questions. Two days ago,
legislative decree Yo, 111 was issued explaining the procedure
o0 e followed In the election., According to this decree, the
electorate will be called upon to answer five quertions., C(ne
clance at the decree shows thnat it aims at the establishement of
a resudblican government pased on sure and Pound foundation.

it is wortn dointing out tanat tie system of pudblic referencuuw
nes been supported and aavocated by tae most aistinguisned autno-
rities an law. Throu:n legal experts are not unanimous as regurds
its application to tnickly »opulated countries, they never nesi-
tate fo declare that it is itne ideal wetilod in the case of suall
countries. it gives the individual the opportunity to express
uis wisn freely and without having to resort to a medium. Furtaer-
uore, ;t saves the way for the individual to think for himselfl and
to feel that he is an active citizen not only in thne election of
nis representatives, put also in the expression oI ais views on
Senaral political parties.

The greatest advantage of a »ublic referendum is perhaps
the direction of the nesple toward a free political education far
reusved [rom the artificial currents resulting from the awal-
sastion of grouds and factious interests. it enables the inai-
vidual to bescowme 4 Iree tuwnser anu an active participant in the
developuwent of ais counily.

Legislative decree Ho. 111 provides for the nolaing of the
slections by secret ballot. articles 28, 29, 30, 31 and 32 con-
firm the freedom of tne Syrian citizen in the exercise of his
Tignt to elect and to sive inls views on the first four guestions.
Jrastic meacsures will be tuken aguinst all those who resort to
metaods oi intiwluatzon, orioery ana corruption.

article 5 of titis decree calls for special attention. It
suws up tihe ccnditions reguired for candidates for the Presiden-
cy in the following few words, "The Candldate must be Syrian,
and not less than forty years of age.

The decreeo.oo'acoai
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The decree botin in spirit and letter is indeed
s remarxavle victory for the democratic spirit in
gyria. it paves the way for the establishuent of &
government representing tie majority, if not the entire
pody, of the electorate. it is the most imﬁortant
dogument in tae history of 3Syria on the rignts and

freedom of thne indiviaual.

v - — - . — - S

Dyenirn,; Qémgentggy

Ull secretary-General Lie's speech to tne graduating
class of tihe University of‘Chattanooga on the economic
and political prospects of the fiiddle iast was read as
ivening Commentary frou tihe UsSis bulletin of Jednesday,

sune 8, 1949. Copies of saue are available at Jsi ..

es eemecccocescsessses
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Daily Review of the Syrian Press

The following is an informal digest of waterial frem the lecal Arable Press,
tend is in ne way te he ronsidered as an offieial trunslation. It should nat
we quated nor attrihuted to the Legation,

No, 110 (FOR_STAFF USE OhL )
PRE3S DIGEST DA B
oWata
NEWSFAP itS REVIEWED:

Alif Ba', Al Nasr, Al Gabas, Al Ayyam, Al 'Alam,
Al Jabal, al Inqiladb, il Shabab, Al Kasir,...

~w=000~~=

WEEK-END?S TOP NEWS.

Prominence was given by ALL PAPERS during the week-end
to the following items.

l- Articles urging the pooyla to contribute generously

for the Army on ammy Day, June 15, 1949.
2- Articles praising Za'im and fortelling his automatic
slection. -

3« Full texts of cablea‘aent by Syrians from varlous
Muhafaszats in support of Za'im's election. :

- Detailed reports on persecution of the Syrian National
Party "Al Hizb al-Qawmi™ by the lLebanese Government following
disturbances which took place last Friday in Beirut ana
clashas between this Party's members and Al hata'ib. According
to the Press, the Lebanese suthorities have dissolved the
Party, arrested hundreds of Party leaders, and dispatched
Lebanese Security Officiale to Damascus to arrest lLebanese
members. Leader antun Sa'adih is however at large. Press

coverage...
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coverage indicates condemnation of the Lebanese Government's
"unfair treatment of the Gawmiyyin" |

5= Full coverage of a London report stating that the
note addressed by the american Government urging israel
to be lenient on the question of arab refugees return to
their homes indicates that officials of the american State
Dept. have overcome White House officials who favor the
Jews. :

ARAB AFFAJHRS

72t IM'S STATEMENT TO ANA:

Al Nasr: Colonel Za'im invited all cabinet ministers %o
visit along with him the Syrian front. All the cabinet
ministers accompanied him with the exception of Foreign
Minister Amir 'Adil Arslan, after a luncheon partyfiwunaytra,
the Chief of ANA office in Damascus approached Col.Z2a'im,
who made the following statement:

H.E. said he hoped to surprise the world at the
beginning of next year with large army, in number and in
armaments, which will be dear to the nation and the pride
of the country. In addition to reinforcing the army, the
Colonel added, he would implement the most useful economic
pvrojects such as the irrigation system of Tal Shahab at
Hawran; and irrigation networks of the suphrates and hkhabur
rivers in dazirah, Dayr al-Zor and sleppo; drying of al-Ghab
marshlands; the latakia port project; a railway network;
and the other economic projects which will guarantee the
country's economic progress and make it flourish.

is to our relations with “ebanon, the Prime linister
said, we had dealt with lebtanon very frankly and submitted
conditions which will guarantee tha two countriea' econonmic
interests. But, if Lebanon will not agree to it but wanted
to keep the Common Interests as it is now, we shall be
forced to establish customs restrictions vetween the two
countries so that each country will direct its economic
affairs in the way that meets its own interests.

GALILLBALS URGE ANNEXATLON OF DISTRICT TO SYila:

Al Nasr: Llate last night, our reporter learned that the
Falestinian refugees from the Galilee District have submitted
a special memorandum to dr. Strang demanding the annexation
of their district to Syria "as nothing stands in the way

of its.s50
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ZI0NLL5TS TerRROR Lok

Al Ayvam: According ©to a ruport by the Uil Observers 13

hravs attempbbng to return to their homes in Palestine two
senks azo near the Lepanese frontier were shot by the
Jewish frontier patrols and then cut to pieces.

wur reporter further states that the UN Ubservers have
submitted a strongly worded protest against this Jewish
terrorism a_ainst unarmed sarabs.

ECYPTIAL MINISTSR TO OYila:

Al Ingilab: The arrival of 'Abd-al-Tizlsz Badr Bey, the
seyptian linister tlenlnotentldrf to Syria is expected at
10:30 a.m. tooay,,-ko diplomat is the first envoy appointed
tinister Plenipotentisry sxclusively to oyria.

FSLAKIC COURBRENCH JN nAitACHI:

Ai ingilab: The Pakistani Government has invited the Syrian
§ overnment to the Islamic Conference to be held at Karachi

in “anuury 1950. 2imilar invitations wzare extended to the
sther Arab and 4+slamic countries in the world. It is understood
that the Confersnce will consider, besides the lslamic affadrs,
rhe preraration of a program which will have its eflect on

the Falastine question,

AMGRLCAN GIFT 70 JiuWS?. ..

Al Hasr: Following; press reports that the United States has
offerad a zift of military destrqysrs and submarines to
isreel, the Syrian Foreigsn Office hids imguired about the
axtent of truth ia those reports from the- imerican Legation
in Jamascus. the reply denied those reports, which orﬂglnated
Prem Zionist sources, zna added that the nmgrlcan Lﬂ“at .on

peirut has been authorized by the State Department to
oublish & denial of those reports in the local press.

Ak

DOMESTIC AFFAIRS

Al Sasr: Dean of the Hesurrection Party lichel 'aflaq has
Jg?*es ‘ed the followins letter to Colonel Husni al-Za'im
{from his rrison cell in lazzah-iv)

"This last ....
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"Thie last and hard experience has taught me many

s and called my attention to many blunders. 1 came
lize that we continued to follow & course which is
solete in an age of construction and positive work.
ruch is that we were foffCoup with all our hearts
i
n

-

QO @O
&

t. was {irst staged. We still stand behind the Coup
consider it our duty to serve and support it. But

the system of opposition to the landatory as well as the
rrevious regime to which we are ascustomed and whose effects
can still be detected in our writings and activities has
itself concealed our true figure and made us appear as
opposing the new regime, in which we have placed our hopes
and whichwe have decided to serve with sincerity and devotion.

]

"Excellency, I am fully satisfied that this age of which
you are the zuardian and which you are establishing holds
verth the greatest hope and possibility of progress and
zlory for our country. if you so desire, we shall be among
the srechitects, and if you wish thai we keep neutral and
gquiet, we shall be willing to act accordingly.

"The group of young men affiliated in the Resurrection
Party worked very hard in the past to be an example of
integrity and true nationalism. The group's past justifies,
txcellency, your forgiveness for what they have committed
with innocent hastiness, and we assure you that behind

its errce there ars only pure souls and valuable qualifications

for public service. The mew regime is worthy to give them
3 chance to produce. s for myself, &xcellency, I have
finslly chosen to withdraw for good from any political
aczivity, siace I have learned following my imprisonment,
of my deficiencies which I acquired during long years of
national strusle assainst imperialism and the previous
recine. L bslieve that my mission is terminated, and that
my course of sction is not designed for a new age, and that
tharefore my country will not benefit from any political
activity on wy part,

"hxcellency, you are now a father to all citizens, and
therefore cannot harbor vindictive feelings against your
sons. This experiance has heen most useful and sufficient .
Cive us the chance to rectify our errors and offer you
proof of our loyalty and faithfulness.

Juhe i1, 1949. = 7-4s R

Al Ingilab: Commenting on 'Aflaq's letter to Colonel Za'im
sditor Munir al-lzyyis urges Colonel Za'im to give a chance
to mambere of the dissolved political parties to work and
produce and parcticipate in constructive work. for the writer
velieves that young men joined the opposition parties only

to put...
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to put an end to the exseptional state of affalrs of bthe
previous regime. The writer further urges Colonel Za'lm to
yeleass all cthor detainess arrested on grounds of politlcal
activisy in the past, especially now tuut the couniry is on
the threshold of & rsferendum and popular election of a
Prasident, and it is essential that the youth play thelr
part in the present regine.

GOLITTTELS TO COLTRUL »:04Y CONYRIBUTIONS:

Al Base: It is understood thut loeal comnittees huve beon formed
in all clties and villages to collect the contributions on Army
Day, which will be supervised by High Coumittees. al Nasrt
correspondent learns that the cownercial and financial
instituticns have prepared o contribute for the purchase

of n pusber of alirplanes, and that there will be many important
and pleasant surprises which will be announced in due time.

T oLisCTORATE IN SYRIAS

Al Nasr: This paper's correspondent learns that there are
720,000 eligible voters in Syria not including the nopads who
number 200,000 and that all of thew will vote for the electlon
of colonel Za'im o the Presidency.

FORMK CHIBF OF STATE IN DaslaSCUSe

Al Nagr: Former Chief of State (1939-1941) Bakij al=Khatldb
orrived in Damascus, and rumors follovwed that he would bhe
assigned to a blg post, and thut he had been invited to cone
+o Damascuse. ‘The truth is that the new regime has restored
liberties, and Bahi] al hhatib, who has been exiled fron
Syriag, returned to visit his friends,

MILITAKY SuISoLluN TU FRaMCES

Al MNasr: Members of the wiilltary mlssiou to ¥rance composed

SF 14, Gole Munukiom, Major 'adnan sl-balii, and Captain Rlyad
al-Kaylani 1l:1%t Saturday gorning for Paris via Beirut, wherse

tiey will specialize in HZIY Command at the Military institutions,

COUNCIL OF INISTLRS IMuTING - Coumunique:s

Al _syyems At 7:00 Pelo Saturday, June 11, 1949 the Council
of Ministes held a meeting ot the Government House under

the
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the Chairmenship of H.E. Colonel lusni al-sa'im, the Prime
Minister, Minister of Defense and Interior. The Council
approved the appropriations made for the Bureau of
Complaints, unended the classificatlion of the Syrian
Legztion in ladrid, discussed the .juqfs affalrs and
resolved a decision regarding the regulations of Chalrty
waqrs affailrs and the abvolition of tursteeship operations,
approved certain discharges in the Directorate of Telephone
and Telegraph, Public <orks, approved of certein weasures
regarding the disposition of Jazireh harvests, und the
ereation of Directorate of Statistics Department and limiting
its rigits and duties. The meeting adjourned at 10:00 a.m."

ECONOWIC AFFAIRS

WD e W G2 N W P> SO N W O W

TaXiS OR NO TaXES?

In coannoction with the three Legislative Decrees on
#xceptional Taxes reporited by al Alam a&s having been enacted,
the DGPPD issued June 11 the following coumuniwe:

"Cartain newspaners published draft legislative decrees
on exceptional taxes. Since these drai't decrees have not yet
been subumitted to the Council of lilnister:s which ther.fore has
net tacen any final decision with respect to them, the Diresctorate
of Propaganda, Publication and Broadcasting declares that all
these projecss which were published in the newspapers are untrve
_end that %he CGovernment has not approved any one of them.”

Comuenting on the aforementicned comauniqus, Editor
Nasuh Bsbil reminds the Government that "We would not be
exapgerating if we state here thet thore mullionalres who
accumulated their fortunes @ few years ago do not possess
today in ligquid capital one tenth or even one hundredth of
their capital. Banks, finapelal institutions, and Government
izself are aware of this faet. The present economic crisis
and Government finunce could not be remedied by the imposition
of new toxes but by the adoption of an economnic policy which
would protect deomestic production from foreign invasion of our
markets and in the creation of other new resources., Je call
upon the Council of !linister, and in particular the binister
of ¥inanee and Seonomy, to consider these points before
tuking eny Geclson. ioreover, today's Communique should be
coumendeq for it ras eliminated many misunderstandings and
worries, .

i

SYRO« JEBANSLSE
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. SYRO-LEBaNzsK AFFAIRSS

Al Nagr: Publish d Sunday the detailed note presented hy
tho oyrian Yovernment to the lebanese Government councerning
Syria's viewpoint on econonlc relaticns between the two
countrios. Swmary had been reperted in lress Liggst
101/8 of ilay 28, 194LS. :

F.GH/ISS/ES/aet,
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4 ligon Cpuuwentary, sune 10

The Arao World nas not so far been very pleased with
'tne attitude of the big powers toward it. This has oeen
quite evident in the Palestine problem. 1t seens, however,
that due to certain circumstances a slight change is about
to take place, and the Anglo-Saxon states in particular are
now contemplating a revision ol tiaeir policy toward the lLiddle
saste This is way special interest has been shown recently
in the various diplomatic activities of tnese last few weeks.

Firstly, there is the visit to London ol Knashaba rasna,
the Egyptian Foreign Liinister. (n his return, he had tae
occasion to meet in raris kr. Bevin who gave a luncheon party
in nig honocr. The two stateswen discussed atv length political
problems concerning their respective countries. Tie head of
the gritisin Foreign Uffice expressed his ardent wish to reach
a proapt settlewent of all the questions confroniing dreat
Britain and &gypt. L1t is also wortn wontioning that Khashaba
vYasha was waruly received in tne French Capital by tne official
autinorities,

The arrival in Cairo of Sir Jilliam Strang, permanent
under-Secretary of the Foreign Office, has recently deen an-
nounced, 3ir Strang was received by ... King Farug I of
sgyost and tihe Nile Valley, by the rriue ninister and by several
other hgyotian officials. S.r Strung left Hgyot snortly alter-
wards for Transjordan aund later ralestine. (n his retura to
amuan he becawe indaisposed and was able to continue his trip
to Beirut only yesterday. un his arrival in the Lebansse
Capital, he was received at the Presidency.

anotiher anglo-Saxon representative, kir. Sam kopper, Sec-
retary ot the U.S. State Departuwent, arrived recently in Cairo.
Juring nis saort stay in sgypt he wet the Egyptian rremier
as well as aAzzam rasna, Sec-(en ol the arao League. Two days
ago, e arrived in Damascus where he was received by ilesis
Colonel Za'im.

It seeus that the »nresente of ihese two senior oftficials
in tie kiddle East, indicates that kngland and tne Jnited
States are taking a great interest in l.iddle Eastern affeirs
and that tie anglo-Sason powers nave realised in all probabi-
lity tue aavantage arising iroi siocere friendsiip with the
arsdb dorld.
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Since the beginning of tne Palestine conflict, the Arabs
nave always respected the laws of human rights. The Jeir-
- Yasrin marsacres organized by Zionist terrorist bands did not
encourage tnen however to treat the enemy in the same uanner.
in the dlglomdtlﬁ field also, the arabs have strictly abided
by the United Wations uecasions tarouguout the figuting in
Falestine and since tie cessation ot hostilaties. U1t is ftor
tauls reason tnat tne suspension of hostitlities constituted
& serious disadvantage for the arabs.

ihile thne arabs were displaying good faith with complete

discanline in the apjlication of tae Unated Nations aecisions,
tae Jews did not lose any occasion to violate the most eleu-
entary pranciples of international laws. Thus the Yalestinian
civilian jpopulation tor instance were subjected to the wmost
terriple tortures. Hundreds of thousands of refugees were
ousted from their homes at the very beginning of ihe Zionist
agrescion., These miserable refugees are now waiting for the
Tel Aviv authorities to adhere to the United Nations decision
ortiering their repatriation.

The noole attitude of tiae arab forcses strikes a contrast
witi the indescribudble conduct of the sionist bandse Yet, in
sprte of everytain,, tite so-called state ot Israel was finally
aduitted to tne United Wations.

- 3ut today, it seews tnat nope and conridence in the
future urs being revived. Jorld public opinion ius been finally
a;itated. woue to the supoort tney have oeen receiving frou
america aund kurope, the Jews believed taut taey could continue
viol.tin, international laws and disregarding the UN orders and
decisions. unly two days &go, itney oroke the truce in &
sector of the lloly City to seize demilitarized zone. at the
iLaugenne Conterence, tie Zionist delegates huve spared no
effort to o»rose the negotiations cwrried on through the
Conciliation Commission

Several world pasers have denounced the Zion.:t umenuce
10 2euce in tae .L.idale sust. The United Sttes Jovernwent n s
sent 4 meworanduis to the sionist authorities in Tel .avav in
wiien it calls upon tue Jews to aunsre rinally to tae ﬂn¢teu
Nations decisions.
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Sl i e SR AP A T . e -~

Here is now the first of a series of talks on Arad
contrioutions to Jestern culture,

The basic principles oi western culture can be traced
back to taree wain sources: tne Christian elewent of charsity,
the chivalrous spirit of the liddle ages, and, whica is peraaps
tihe mosi important of all, tie drasco-Roman legacy.:

The Arab contributions to western culture lie caielly in
tie fact thut the aravs were in tne middle ages the channel
tarouga wihicn the Graeco-Rowan culture wus transuitied to
gurcpe. Tie uraeco-ioman culture, nowever, was moditried and
develosed by the Araps theuselves. 5o greutly had this culture
altered in external foru, thougn not so much in real suostance,
tioat it seemed a new type of intellectual lite and becaue a
digturbing factor which diverted Christian teachings into new
1ines and tended to disintegrate the traditional theoclogy of the
Gnurch, directly leading up to the Henaissance in gurope. Tne
investigations of the Jreeks in medicine, chemistry, mathe-
watics, literary criticisw, logic and philosopiy, were irans-
mitied to mureje througn tne med.uw of the arabs. Jith them
were also transuitted the researcies carried on by the Arabs
thewselves in tuese branches of studye.

in medicine, most of the works of C alen were translated
into aravic and dippocrates was alluced to on several cccasions
by arab autilors. Thae fatner of arabic medicine proper is
Al Razi, wne flourished frow 920 to 920. Iin his wmedical
pandects, he uses ooth Greek and lndian autnorities and tane
introduction of taese latuer in subordination to the classic
authorities used at Alexandria was the reslly important con-
tribution made by him to the »rogress of this science. The
defect of his work liss in its lack of order and arrangement.
it is a collection of more or less sejparate treatises and
consequently not very convenient to use. The mosti distinguished
contributor to medical scisence 1s nerhans the celebrated phi-
losopher avicenua. idis work is charucterised by wn extremely
gleborate arraigewsent and systewatisation. .is doovk Al .anun
was used as tie autnoritative text-book on medicine by tne
muropean universities uniil the 18tn centuries.

.~ 1n chemistry, the arads studied the investigations ot the
Hellenistic cihemists in alexandria and made tneir own contri-
butions in this science. Jawir lon ilayysn distinguished himself

oy hisseese’
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oy nis own researcnes in chemistry. kany chemical treatises
bear the naue or Jaoir and a great »roportion of taese are
probably authentic. r. Berthelot, in nis 3rd voluue of

"La Chimie au Moyen Age", has made a careful analysis of the
Arabic chemigts and regards tne whole material capadle of
divigion into two clas.es, the one a reproauction of the
investigations of tine (Greek Chemists of .llexandria, and tne
other as renresenting original investigations. 3ertunelot
re;uras all tilis original amuterial as due to tiue initiative
of Japir wio tnus becomes in chewlstry wnat aristotle wus in
logie. For a long tiuwe, ihe object in view was the trans-
mutation of metals; but at a later period chemsistry enters
into closer conunection with euaxasier wedical work, tiaough
never losing its wetallurgical caaracter. Tue D0ssidbality

of transmuting elements is no longer regarded us tne iwpossi-
ble dreaw which it apjeared to the cuneuists of the 19tn century.
in the course of tie middle ages various treaitises py Jabir
were translated into Latin and exercised a consideruvle

inf luenmpne in »Hroducing a western school of alchenmy.

Nobn%Commentary, June 12

Un tue 25tn of this montn, the Syrian jeople will Dde
invited to decide upon o numder ol poants wiich will mark a
turnin, point in tie general life oi tihe Nation. For the
first time, the Syrian people will be iven tne opportunity
cf electing tneuselves tineir own rresiaent. Tne elections will
be by secret pallot, and be strictly controlled by special
comuittees ap_oanted for tnis pur_.ose.

 in its last issue, the Cairo weekly anddun au YUK
publaished an article by its special correspondent in Jauwascus,
wilo was allowed au interview witi Colonel Husni za'im, tne
Syrien Fremier.

After tne announcement of the election regulations, said
the Correspondent, I was granted an interview with the Syrian
Premier, Colonel Za'im. In renly to my questions as regards
his :election »rogramsie, Colonel Za'im answered: "Ly elect.on
srograli.e is quite clear. 1 shall do my best to implenent
it with tne support of tne sation, ana its response to every
apoeal for reforu. oy programwe, said Colonel a'im, is

pased xnainly....."...
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based mainly on two items: firstly, the strengthening of

the iray to that of a modern gtate, since the army is the
only guarantee for the safeguarding of our frontiers and
preetige. Jith the cooperation of our sister-state, Egypt,

i shall not hesitate to make the Syrian Air Force the
strorgest air force in tine arab Zast. The second iten,
Colonel Za'im continued, is tue raising tne standard of tase
Natignal nconomj. 1 snall wake it my aim after tne streng-
taening of tihe army to raise the standard of living of the
workers and peasants. Taere are many econouic projects waici
we nave drafted and which will be completed within the course
of the next five years,

as regaras foreign jolicy, The Syrian Priwe Linister
concluded, my attituue is yuite clear. 1 am sparing no
etfort towards sireugthiening the arad League, and strangtin-
ening relations with all peace-and freedom loving states
arepared to cooperate with us and within the United Nations -
Charter,

Evenﬁnb Comuentary, June 12

[P .&-——---—-.---—.--.—-.. - — o v -

‘A8 Comwentary, the $SBS anuounhced an mnglish translation
of & dispatch by Damascus AFY correspondent, waich appeared
in Le Jour, Belrut daily.

Ths title of the Comuentary is "The Syrian rress
Designates H.k. Colomel Za'im as tne Unly Candidate for

thne pPresidency of tine ilepublic.” it apears in Le Jours's
issue of June ll.

es
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NiEJSPAPERS KEVINWEDS

AJif Ba', Al Nasr, Al Ingilab, Al Gabas, Al Ayyam,
and al Alam.

-“'-'-OOO .o

ARAB AFLIAIRS.

HASHIMITHS IT TEHERAN:

%%;Egg;i King 'Abdallah of Traunsjordun end Regent ‘abd-al-
an of 'Iraq are both oxpeoted in Teheran. ‘The latter will
arrive today (June 14), while the former's arrival 1s not yet
scheduled. .hile official circles in Teheran give no reason
for these visits, the press believes that the visits are a
preparator¥ step for the conclusion of a new Islamio puct

T

formed of Iran, Turkey, Iraq, Transjordun, Paklstan, and
aAfghanistan. '

SECOND aMBRICAN NOTE TO ISRaBL

A), Nagr: sccording to a Jashington dispatch, an american
commentator, depending on his personal knowledge, published

a report that the United States Government recently sent

a note to the Jews warning themthat, if they continue to
ignore and disobey the UN resolutions, it (" the United States)

will
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‘will revise its atbtitude toward Israel. Fresident Truman
himself bears the responsibility for the note, which is
said to be the most strongly-worded in the history of
american diplomaey, the comuentator renarked.

The note, continues tie comentator, demands sewlish
withdrawel Trom the areas pot designated for them in the
Partition bcheme and repatristion of the arab refugeesa
Otherwise, bthe coumentator concludes, the United States
wiil bte compelled to altur 1ts present pollecy toward Israel,

DOMESTIC AYFAIRS

A oy T BB G W D 4D G W GT S T W

Fhisw LLBECTIONS FORBTOLDS

Al Nasr: On the day Colonel Za'im last visited the front, he
gethered the foreign correspondents in his office at wunaytra
and transmitted to thes the news that the conpetent official
departments are prepariag in book=fori the facts behind tlie
Coup d'stat staged on March 30, 1649,

The Prime liinister then spokKe to thau about the projects
which he will implement for tihe strengtliening of the army
and the country's economny, and added: The Countxry is now
on the tlireshold of the referendum which will decide 1its
fture. The elections scleduled for June 25 will be moire
free than the Country has ever kKnown before. They will be
more free thon any other referenduil or alection conducted
anywhere else in the world,

e Colonel then stuted he would lnvite foreign diplomatic

missions te send ohserverse to make sure the electorate were
voting according to their own free will

BIOGRAPHIC LaTa OF PakISTaNT LINISTERS

AlS? Bef: Dr, durayshi, the i'acistani Ministsr to Syria,
Teobanon and Yransjordan is 53 years of age and &n authority
on bthe srabic Language. e taught Islamic religzion and ave ic
Language for twenbty years in a wsarachii University and was
alsc a professor in »rab Listory and Islamic religion in

the Islamic College in lahore between the yeurs 1528-1942,

and was elected lean of the arad Seetion of Penjab Collage.

He is author of several books in apab history and Islame
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Al ingilab: Weas of the arab Resurrection Party Hichel
‘iflaq has been Teleased from imprisonment.

STRANG'S MKSTING '(ITH ZA'IM:

%;‘ : I%ﬁab: Accompanisd by the British Minleter to Syrla,
Siv Strang, Permanent Under-Se¢cretary of the Britl sh

Torelgn Office, called Mopnday, June 13, on Deputy Prime
#inlstor and Minister of Poreign Affairs Amir 'Ad1) Arslan
for an hour aud helf and then pald a one~-hour visit to
Prime ¥inister Colonel Huani al-Za'im.

In his capacity as Yoreign Minister, Amir *Adil Arslan

ia reported to have ordered u dinner party in honor of ar.

Streng at the Damasocus Club,

DROP IN EXCHANGE VuilUKS:

Al _hyyam: While a 5% drop in the prices of rare ourreacies
nas been noted on the murket, a consideradble increase in

the Gifference between Syrian and lLebanese ocurrencies huas
recently been reglstered. The difference has gone up to

20 Pounds Syrian for each 1,000 Pounds. #With the exceptiom
of the price of Sammah which bas gone up following permisgion
50 export to lebanon, prices of all commodities are dropping.

SAYDIE IN DAMASCUS:

A} Qadbas: The speclal correspondent of this paper reporta
that tho Leader of the Syrian Nationalist Party ('Hizdb al-
Suri al-dawmi') Antun Sa'adih, has takep refuge in the
hoaae of ons of his party members in Damasous thus escaping
arrsst by the lLebanese autiorities.

AGRICULTURAL MISSIONS TO AMERICA:
AlLlf B%': The Kinlstey of agriculture has decided to send

2 iission 20 AUB Graduates to pursue agricultural courses
in Amevican Agricultural Institutlions.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 1s requested to negotiate
with tha American authorities on the poesibility of students
benefiting from Congressiocnal Act No. 402,

NEW COVERNJENT HOUSES:

A #asr: The Ministry of rublie Works and Comuunications
has anpounsed the following coununigue:

It has come to the notice of the Miniatry of rublioc
¥Works
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orks and Communicetions that the Government is payliog
sxhorbitent rent for housing its various departmentis.
Sipce the sald ilinistry has planned to build a now
Covernment House 2nd houses for the verious ministries,
it has ssked all Government Departments to remt their
premises on yearly basis.

On the other hand, the same Hinistry is striving for
the expropriation or comstruotion of bulldings for official
regeptions and for the housing of the Chisf of State and
the Prime Minister, as is customary in more advanced
countries.

HAFFAR RELBASKD:
: Owner-editor of suppressed Al Ilnoshe Wajih al~

Tfar has besn released aad sent home, after having
pramised to contribute an amount of IS. 25,000 on Army

Day .
F.GR/ISS/ES/aet.

FOVIsSS THIS3 wakk
DUNIA JUIF SsZe German Speakinz Film on Jews.

DIMASHG THE SPIRAL STAIRCAS:S Georzes Brent and Vorothy
' WcGuide.
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DARASOUS  HaulU  COMuGNTA

June 13, 1949.

Moon Comuentary

Lala Adnd daufia)  LOVes  aitgal

Thne Cultural Committee oY the Arab lLeague nas just
recomuendsd to Govermment wembers of the League the crea-
tion in the schools of Law a special course of study of
the constitutions and the economic systeums of the aArab
countries. :

This same Coummittee has also recomuended to the member
states that conterences on architecture, medicine, nistory,
art, and sociology be regulerly held in the various countries
of the Arab worid, so that every state may have a complete
apmreiension of Arab civilization,

In order to encourage tourists, the Lebanese Govern-
ment has authorized the organization of several contesis in-
cluding beauty contests, tournaments, and bridge in parti-
cular. A programme will be establisued for tiis purpose
during the vacationing season. The vbest international pla-
yers %ill pe iovited to participate.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs inmtends to finance a
propegande cauwpulgn end to allocate a subsidy of 150,000
pounds. {or that purpose. This campaign will pe launcined
against the active propaganda led by Zionists against
Egypt in Burope but notably in America.

Tnree Egyptian engineers have arrived in Jedda upon
tiie request of the Saudi Arabian government to install a
raGic broadcesting station there.

The Syrian Ministry ot Bducation, peginning next year,
will create in the Syrian provinces special schools where
children of all ages will receive a general sducation in
agriculiural subdjects.

The Egyptian kdnistry or Educatlon has decided to
send aproad at the peginning of tne next academic year
10v scholars to specialize in cditferent brancnes of culture

WIIic:fl in.Clweo coves
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which include the arts, Literature, Industry and Comuerce.
47 scholars will pe sent to ureat Britain, 36 to the United
Stutes, 9 to Yrance, 3 to Sweden, 5 to Switzerland, 2 te
liolland, cne to Canada, one to australia, one to Norway,

and one to litaly. Four scholars will also pbe sent aproad
to specialize in dirferent branches of clnematography. This
decision has just been taken by the Hgyplian Linistry of
iducation to raise the standisrd of film >Sroduction.

1n Beshdad, a group of 10 scholars will be sent to
Italy by the Iragi ..inistry of Zducation to specialize in
the Fine aAris. :

This same kinistry has also decided to support young
authors financially so that tney may heve their works edited
and published,

mvening Comuentary

S an B A v W s St W G VI S G Gtk T S T

In cur last talk on this subject, we gave a short
review of Arap comtributions Lo western culture in medicine
and chemistry. This evening our talk is devoted to Arad
“hilosophical contributions and investigations,. Certain
schools are inclined to treat »hilosophy as coming to an
end with aristotle ana beginning again with Descartes atter
a long blank uuraing wiicu tnere lived and worked soume dege-
nerate descendants of tie ancients wio hardly need consai-
deration., wsut tnis position violates the primary canon ol
nistory wnica postulates that all life is continuous, the
1ife of the social comuuniiy as well as the physical 1life or
an organic body. #ihal is called ilhe "niddle ages' had an
important place in thne evelution of western culture, und owed
wuch to the transuitted culture wiaicih came round irow lellen-
igm tarougn arabic media., put tuis culture cawe as a living
ining witia an unbreoken ane continuous aevelopment from what
is called "the classic age."

The Greek philosophical heritage underwent various modi-
fications and develooments., Three main Yactors influenced

and adap%ed it to the new circuwastances. iirstly, tne com-
vwrehensive and centralised imperial systems which succeeded

tae c:ltj stateSceecse

Approved For Release 2004/02/23 : CIA-RDP83-00415R003200050013-6




Approved For Release 2004/02/23 : CIA-RDP83-00415R003200050013-6

-n:3u

the city states of the Greeks. After the decline of the
OGreek city states, there arose and rell mighty eupires:

the empire of alexander, the Roman Empire, the FPtolemies,
the Seljuks, the Yersians, and finally the arans. These
imperisl systems ususlly demanded & dutiful, and in certain
cases,a subservient citizen. The conditions prevailing in
these eupires were quite ditferent from those of the Greek
city states in which the citizen was an active participant
in the operation of thes governuent of his city.

Secondly, the influence of Neoplatonism which tried to
etfect a combination between the teachings of Aristotle and
Plato. The Neoplatonists were obliged to bDe eclectic so as
to adapt the Jreek philosophy to the conditions of their
ase and to the teacnings ol Cnristianity.

Tairdly, the neceszity [ell by the lslawmic pnilosoplers
to adapt Greek pnilosophy to the teacaings ol lslam. .ith
the exception of lbon Rushd, the lslamic philosophers were
the pioneers of the nhnilosopners wio founded the scholastic
schnool in Burops.

Tne tenth century A.D, was the Jolden period of arabdic
translators. Tihe Abbasid Calipn, al lismun, establisned a
special academy in Saghdad called Bayt-al-Hikma for tne
translation of Greek pnilosopnical works. a4 large number
of the translations were made directly from (reek by men
who had studied the language in Alexandria and Greece, Lost
of the works of Aristotle and a considerable part of Plato's
works were translated and comuented on. The wiole of Lhe
logical ‘Grganont was accessible in Arabic and in these were
included the 'rhetorics' and the 'Yoetics' as well as
'Porpayry's lsagoge'. (L the works on nuatural science, tihey
nad the ‘physics?, 'de coelo', 'de generat.ione et corrup-
tione*' and 'de.sensu'. (n wmental and moral sciences they
nad the fmetaphysics', the 'Nichomachaen Ethics' and the
'iiagna Moralia.! The "3lepunlic" and 'lLaws' by Plato were
also translated into srabic. all these translations together
with tne comuents and researcines made by the arabs themselves
were transnitted to furope largely thiougn the Arabds in
Spain.

8s
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J4f Ba%, AT Neszr, al Inqileb, Al Gabesy sl Ayysn
alam, sl Jabal'and AleShabab. ' ’
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ARAB AFFAIRS
- C »
~_Aocordling to Ale #s. correspondent in Cairo,':h‘-x-t
Iragl Premier Ma «Fajajl hes failed in his mission

to Cairo and is returning %0 Ireq todaye His rfallure is.dus to
the faot tit hls miseion was not only for the purpose of
eleminating senseness detwesn Ireq and Egypt but also vas
strongly connected with detalls of the plot of Nuri aleSatid
agalnst Syria's independsno Actually Pajuji's mission in
Cai?o was to urge the Lzypsbun Uovernment not to recognize the
pledbicite and eleotion whidh will be held in Syrias on the

25th of this month. However, Egypt answared thut the plebicite
and election in Syria are purely lnternal affeirs which

concern Syria alone and adeised Iraq not to interfere,
particulaxrly since ¥yria centinues in a state of war with

tho dlonists, -

All papers today denounced Nurl al ~Said in com;ection
with the ourrent reports oa the concentration of 5,000 Iraql

troops
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 droops on’ the Syroelraqi frontiers., The following article by
A) Nasy exemplifies the general anger in and reaction of the
Syrian pressi

"You can fool all of the people some of the time;
you can fool some of the people all of the time; but you
cannob fool all of the peopnle rll of the time" the proverbd
says, But,‘'H.E. Nuri Pashe Salid, Chlef of the ‘'Iraqi
Governmept, who enjoys the rank of & Ggge;a; and the title
of gé;, ‘tries to fool all the people all ol the time. He
has designated himself as the champion of the Arab cause,
but his behavior reveals to the people his subservience to
the foreigner for the implementation of imperialistio plans,
Yound 'Iraqi deputies have themselves surprised Nuri
Pasha with thess epithets at the tIraqi Paxliament Guring forelgn
policy debate. Unable to defend himself, Ruri Sa'id wept,
1t 18 reported by Iraql papers. . .

The Syrian Coup 4%Etat bas revealed the true face of Nuxi
Satid and the substance of Lis Imperlalistic designs, whioeh
are tempting but fatal. The documents published by g%z%ifgg
end mentioneéd by A indidate that Nurl Sa'id 1s :
exactly what the 'lraql deputles have sald, and that he is
more than ever koen upon the implementation of his masters
imperialistic profeotg even over.bhe corpses of the Syrian
people.. Bub Nuri Sa'ld has not yet realisell the existence in
Syria of a nobla people who saotificed thelr blood to achieve
independence of # daring army which will defend this ine
dependence, and of a comaunder whto is leading the people
and the army to glorye Nelbher Nuri Satid nor anybody else's
infringing upon the soverelgnty of this oountry cun ever
be tol el'a'bed ™ .

Je are saying al), thise on the oocasion of inexplicable
adtion on the part of Nuri Sasid, which showa that not only
has he mobilized his powers to serve the foreigners but also
to extend assistance to the Zionist enemies of the Arabs,
here is the story? ‘

Every one 1s aware thet the situation betwcen Syrie
and the Jews is tense that the armistlice tslks are alumost
severed, and that the Jews have tried to terrorize Syrla by
first conoentrating their forees along the Syrian front and
then repeating thelr theatrjcal nilitary movenents during the
armistice talks, All such attempts were frustrated by the
solidarity of the army, which was ever ready to retalliate
with twice the foroe that could be brought azainst them.
Jhile tie Syro-Ieraeli situation is such, Nurl Pasha Da‘'ld
embarks on an action which oannot be described except as
high troason against arablem and nationalism: He rallied to
the help of the Jionists against Syria, Foliowling are the
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Al Nusr corr:spondent at Dayr al-Zor renorted that
tnpl Se'id hos ordered detachments of the lragql army numbering
aot lass than 5,000 soldiers to move to s position called
WAl walm® 22 kiloweters o the eanst of Bukanal and has stetioned
thon there. 'The frout lines of hthese detachments have actually
crossed that area. Inspecting this position on the map, one
realises that this movenent 1s not directed against the
Zionists, nor is it intended %o help Syria agalnst the
Zionista. It is meant to btake aggresslve actlon against Syria.
S50, if Nupri Pasha intends t. wage a war of nerves, or to stir-
up the Syrian triles, or actually to fight Yyria, he will
in all thsse tlhree cnses, be only serving crimipal Zionism
and plotting with it against Syria, But Syria will not
solerate any ageressive action and will, therefore,
raclprocate agelnst tals action. It will concentrate 1lts
army and be on the alert.

Jdnat e catastrophe will befall the Arab World if the
+wo brotherly armies actually get into conflict ¢ By
sreating this state of chacs, Murl Sa'id would heve paved
she way for foreigners to intervene, force thelr yoke
upon the apab vWorld, and open 1lts gates for the Zionists.

de firmly believe thats the noble 'Iraql people is unaware
of their Premier's actions and that the disciplined and
obeGdient Iragi army is unconsciaus of dNurl Pasha's intentions.
We also believe that, when it comes to action, both the
Syrian and iragi armies wlll cooperate ja fighting the enemies
of the Arsbs on one hand and in purifying the arab countries
of sueh trettors like Nuri Satid and his companions on the
other. Yea, the Iraqi army will not shoot a bullet in the face
of their Svrisn brothers. Both armies will liberate Irag from
the azents of Lmperialisme.

ABHICAL cU'CLi 10 MIDDLE BASTERN COUNLRINSS

v
AL3T Ba®: JFrom reliable sources in Jashingbon couwes tlie news
TTot a comnlttes composed of iembers of Louse of Representatives
and Senate ere preparing a draft bill to be subnitted to the
aperican Congress proposing the formation of a teclinical
comaitbee Lo tour the iMiddle sastern countries and explore the
poesibility of exploiting natural resources with sAmerlcan
Capitele it is Teported tiat 4k members of the lLouse of
sepresentatives and 6 senators fully supnort this move.

DEVuLOPENT OF TRUCS TalhS:

alif Ba': Deputy Priue lilnister and inister of Foreign

Affalrs
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affalrs squlir 'edil arslan is saild to have made the following
shave.ent on the interruptlion of truce talxks vetween Syria and
Israels

Truece talye had veen interrupted becouss of the Jowish
rencl: of the truee in cceupying Jahal Mukabbir and the
ra®b College in Jerusalen,

'

&

2t the .tlme tuls cccursd truce talks were underway
between Israsl and Transjorden... with this as exampie can
znyene belleve that the Jews respuct promises, pledges, and
agroenents?

In consequence of this action it is the Arabs' right
b0 consider the present situation and take the necessary
measurses in order to put an end to repeated Jewish aggression,
atboupts, and meneuvers which are oonstantly under way.

Gyrla has taxken all the necessary measures in this respect.
General Kiley has comuunicated to UN Syria's intention to break
off talks together with the rosasons therefore and as viell as
Syriszts request thab Ul impose sanctions against the Jews,

SEVARANCE OF SYRO-ISRAKLI TaLKS:

4117 Ba': Syria has severed its arunistice talis with the
< gwa, heving teken a lesson from Jewish truce vioclations in
variusalem, Further, Syria has been discouraged from conteuplating
furtber balks following Chief delegate Etan's demancs in
Lausanne Tor the snendnent™areas on the Lehanese and Egyptian
irontiers in a way as to apnex more areas to Israel. Those
damsnds have revealed the true iutentlons of the Jews toward
»ngyolb, lLebanon, and Irunsjordan. Syris should therefore bdbe

areful not %o conclude an agreaunent witi Isra l whieh will
0% be worth the vulue of the ink and paper consumed,

G
o

DOMESTIC AFFAIRS

W S D W D W e O B Ly S s Wl i

ToBBAKA TU APPuaR BEFORL COURT:

Al Nagr: The decision of the arbitration coumisslon
svipulated wWe trial of Tabbare and hls companions before
Sypian Military Yribunals. :

The dilitary Judge~sxaminer has submitted .his report
to the
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to the Preeident of the Tribunal charging Shtawi with the
opins of murder snd Tabbara with negligence,

DISCUARGLD siPLOYLES RECOM ENDED TO COMIANIES:

4] Ingilab; ¥rom well informed sources comes the raport that
employses who were discharged from Government Depeartinents will
ve recomuended Tor employment in the petroleum#and other
songessionary companios. The competent departuents are
praparing lists of those employees for this purposee

CUUNCIL OF WINISTERS® LIZSTINGS

Alif Ba':s The GDFYB has released the followlng communigues

"At 6 p.m. Tuesday, June l&, 1949, the Council of
Minisbers held a meeting at Governument liouse under the chairnan-
ship of ihetis Colonel Husni Za'im the Prime Minisier during
vhicn 1t ratified the draft organizational decred concerning
+he metbhod of paylng compensation to owners of euppressed
papers, ratified some draft legislative decrees relative to
thie affairs of plice and publlc security, approved the draft
agreoment with the Belgian Government which was mrepared by
the .inist?y of Public Instruction for the resumption of
excevations at mudiq Castle, discussed the various political
jssues, and adjourned at 8 p.m,"

MEMORABLE DUED$

A13f Ba': No Palestinian should be disoharged from his post
In Lhe Syrian Government under the present program of
dismissals; Colonel Za'im has lnstructed all Government
departuents not to resort to any dismissal of Palestinians from
the Government service "except in energenoy cases”, thersby
displayingz the national spirit of the now regine, %he paper
rendrks,

CINIZAS CONCRIBUTION TO ARMY DAY:

alif Bat: Lilm Theater owners have decided %0 contrivute all
revenues from Saturday's three perforumnces to the Artiye

FaNSA TO MEXT AURIOLS

A1i? Ba': according to al ayyam corresponuent in Paris,
Nazir lansa, Private Secretary of Colonel 4atim, will meet
President auriol of ¥rance at 6.30 pom. Thursday, June 16,
to present to bim the glft of the Syrian Premiero
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OFFICTAL COMMUMIUIES

A1iT Be': Accourding o

Alif Ba': 5;_%§gg%&erne 12, 1949, the Syrian
Upvarnment has agreed with the kish Minister :rleni=-
potentiary on the provisions of a treaty of mllltary nature

3¢ be concluded between the two countries imiediately after
thie presidential slections,

The GDPPB oategorically denles this report. The
agreenent o0 be signed by the two countries permits a Turxish
nisne to land in Damascus while on its way to Baghdaed sand
Teheran, It is to be mentioned thut no political treaty

can be concluded by any cne Arab sountry without Lhe approvel
of the Arab Leagus, the communique remoaris,

s dlh oo tor ax v o

T .GH/JISS/ES /acte
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Koon Comuentary
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al Nasr, the Damascus daily, has publisihed furtner
detulls on the macnine recsntly invented by lr. George
Khuri, a Syrian citizen who is now residing in #rance.
This machine can spread artificial mist over a wide ares.
This artificial mist is the best remedy for the protec-
tion of crops and trees against frost.

The inventor of ihis wachine, Lr. George Khuri, was
borm in Dawascus in 1897. He has been living in Paris since
1940, 1In 1922, he wasg appolnted as Chiel Buperinteandent of
rublie Jorks in the kunicipality of Damaseus. I1n the early
years of his carceer, he conduc¢ted several experinments aim-
ing at the protection of crops from weather conditions. Two
inventions of his were rccorded under his name in 1947 and
1948,

lle conducted his recent experiwent at Jois de sologne
in raris. The macihine which is carried on two iron wheels
consist: of a stove and cylinders for the preservation of
air under nigh pressure. Mre. lhuri 1lit the stove, and the
whole area was soon shrouded ia s cloud of dense and whitish
artificial mist. The experiment was attendéd by secveral
agricultural experts and arumy orficers interested in problsms
relating to military camouflage.

liry Kouri has told correspondeats in Faris that he used
in hig recent experiments minerals uixed wlth amumoniac. He
nas obtained from the superintendent ol the gardens oi raris
certificates showing that the artificlial mist o0f his macnine
is not detrimental t6 either the craops or animals. He has
n{ten asked his friends in Damescus to try his experiments
in tneir farms so as io save their crops from weather condi-
%iong and inrects.s .o French engineer who is assisting lir.
Ari in his work, has said tast faruwers in america use
suoke resulting frow burnesd ruboer or petrol. Lt has been
Proved, however, tiat tuis csmoke is balack and detriuwental
tc the crops. Furtnerwore, thne machine used for providing
tais mmoke costs 20,000 francs, and its suoke can cover an
are of only one~tentin of a hectares The machine invented
by kr. Knuri costs 50,000 francs and the artificial wist
orovided can cover an area of five hectares. itn the

agsistance of e¢sseace
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agsistance of a French expert on ultra-violet rays, .r.
liwri has been able to provide his machine with a reuedy
Tor restoring to tie trees their nntural verdurs.

agricultural organszations are atiucuing ;Treat import-
ance to this invention and are now studying the possioalities
of its ap_lication to titelr crops.

kvening Com.entary

une of the most iumportant statements is pernaps tne
Geclaration recently made by His hxcellency, the Syrian
Yremier, to the Daumscus correspondent of the Egyptian
weekly, aktdan al YUk, Sriet though the declaration is,
it is or the utmost significance. Jhen asked about his
election mrogram, HeS, said, "My aims are clear and 1 will
do my best to realize them. I will strengthen the army,
zinez it ie the only guarantse for the safeguarding of our
trontiers and prestige. Jith the cooperation of our sister-
state, Bgypt, I will do wmy best to meke tne gyjrian alr Force
the strongest air force in the arad Hast. 1 will work for
the improvewsnt of tne National xconomy and after tne streng-
theping of the army 1 will devote my eftorts to the raising
of tae standards of the workers and peasants. Taere are
several economic projects wiich we have preparsd and wnich
will be materialised witnin the course of tne next live years.
A8 rogards foreign policy, wmy attitude is gquite clear. i
shall spare no sfiort towurda strengtiaening the arab League
snd strengtanening our relations with all peuce and freedom
loving states which are willing to cooperate with us within
sha framework of the United Nations Charter."

. This brief declaration demands special consideratione
The necessdty for a powerful army is strongly felt in Syris.
for it ie tae mainctay of the country's independence, Iis
strengti: will dispel aposreiensions ol the tuture ana will
inspire the peopls witi conl'idence and wath a Yeeling of
security. 1n an atwo: puere oi conficeunce and security, there
undoubtedly flourisnes peaca, prosperity, produstiviiy and
stable economic conditions. (nce tne people are secure agalnsi
external threats, they can wooleheartedly devote their

sfforts to internal developmenis.

In hiSesesnsecae
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In nis ecohomic progsram, the Syrian Premier will pay
spaciel attention to the conditions of the workers and
pensants who are tue maipbulwark of the nationk econony.
de will iuprove tne standards of tnose hard working sec-
tionsg of the population. There snall oe no room for ex-
ploltatiion noer for destructive propaganda which ususlly
utilisase the ungtabls and precarious conditions of the
magess, Heonomic projects have already been laid down and
thaey will be muyterislised within Iive years, a short inter-
val indeed in the history of a nation aluning at progress
and dovelopment.

as regards relations with the apad States, hoe has
sun.orted and will conmtinue to support the principles of
the Arab League.

Hig foreign policy is quite clear and léaves no ambi.
guity, Syria desgires to live in pemce and security and if
she wents to strengtuen har army, it is only becauce she
wont s to suprort tie cavss of peace and Lo stand sgainst
ambitious desiuns. Shne is willing to cooperate with freedom
and peace-loving m.tions on a basis ol equal footing. Syria
aimg at dhe estuvlisuwent ol peace und justice and she is
ready to give & nand to every mation working on the same
bascse reace and Jjustice must be gomplementary to each
other, They are indivisible, and the realisation of Justice
1y the only means for the realizetion of peacs.

as
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PRESS DIGEST, THURSDAL, JUNE 16, 1949
ot
'PAPBRS RAVIKNEDS

Alif Ba', Al Nasr, Al lnqiiab Al Gades, Al Ayyanm,
1 'Alam Al J abal, and i Shabab.

n---om--an-

ARAB FA

ZA'IM'S PRESS STATEIISNT:

Al Ingilab: H.E. Prime Minister Colonel Za'im invited
a1l newsmen and foreign correspondents to his office at
the Ministry of Defense and made the following statement
to them in presence of Dr.Ashrafiyya, the Dir.Gen.of
Fropazanda, Publication and Broadcasting?

‘The Prime Minister opened his address by mentioning
tae war of narves which Nuri Sa'id Pasha is attempting to
wage against Syria, and 'Iraql OGovernment had requestad the
British and american Ambassadors at Baghdad to convince '
their Covernments not to recoghise the "megsures” prsaontli
ggingion in Syria, namely, the referendum and presidentia
election. )

The Prime Minister then stated that he had summoned
to his office the British, aAmerican and Prench Ministers
Plenipotentiary in Damas cus and notified them that the
action taken by the Government, impudent intervention in
the internal affairs of the independent republic of Syria
vearing in mind that the Anglo-Iraqi treaty is detrimantai

to.'..
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to the independence of Iraq. Syria, added Col.Za'im, is
not on the way to take "measures" as Nurl Sa'id said,
but to hold a referendum and election,.

Colonel Za'im also stated that he had informed
the three Ministers Plenipotentiary that the Syrian Govern-
ment has taken the necessary precautions ageinst any foreign
intervention in its internal affairs.

Colonel Za'im then declared that the Syrian Government
is determined to extinguish any movement which is prejudi-
cial to the interests of the Syrian people, and paid tribute
to the Governments of fgypt, Sa'udi Arabia for their
condemnation of the Iragi attitude.

Colonel Za'im added that he had notified the British
hinister that, if the Iraqi army is forced vo implement
impsrialistic designs, it will desert to the lines of
the Syrian Army to support the high principles to which
the Iraqi Army has so far been devoted. ¢

Here, Colonel 2a'im was asked about the date for the
resumption of Syro-Israeli armistice talks. He replied
at 10:00 a.m. Thursday, June 16, at the usual place and
pointed out that General Riley had assured him that the

Jews have withdrawn from the Mukabbir area in Jerusalem.

PRuSS REACTION TO IRAQ:

Al Ingilab: HReproach and anger set the tone of editorials
today about reported 'Iraqi military movements on the
Syrian frontier. In a lengthy editorial, dditor Munir al-
Rayyis writes inter alla:

The war of nerves being waged by Nuri Sa'id will have
vad consequences, but only for him.., This war will encourage
the Syrian Government and people to demand a clarification
of Arab policy and purification of the arab League from
imperialist germs until such time as the peoples of Iraq

‘and Transjordan can establish constitutional regimes in

their countries which will be representative of their
wishes. The continuation of arad policy on previous lines
can no longer be tolerated by the Arat peoples, and that
is why the Syrian people have welcomed the Coup d'Atat.

Al Nasr: Continuing its campaign against iuri S5a'id, this

e e——T:

paper writes:

Muri 5a'id has been infuriated with the acceptance
of the Syrian people of the endorsing of the new era on a

constitutional....
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constitutional basis. He was enraged that his imperialilstic
designs heve falled. He was satisfied wlth the stationing
of his argy at the Syrian frontiers, but has also asked

the British and smericen (overnmente not to recognize

the new elettlons in Syria. We are sure that the two
diplomats replied that the referendum and elsctlions are inter
pal affailrs as far as Syria 1s concerned and cannot there-
fore be interfered with. Cairo reports indicate that when
ex-Premlcr Pajaji tried to convince the Egyptlan Government
pot to recognize the new elesction, he was surprised on
recelving & similar reply.

Jabas: In a two-column article and under the ahove
headlng, editor Najib al-Rayyle requests an explanation from
the Iraeai Army as t6 the concentration of Iragqi Army units
along the Syrian frontiers and writes Iin part:

"iJe mould Ylke to tell those in Iraq who think of
exerting pressure on Syria my means of the Army that they
are unaware that Damascus, 1its rulers, army, and mean, do
not tolerate any thrsat, and that today they a.e of a
dirferent sort than before.

Bditor Najidb al-Rayyls cpnciudes his article by a verse

of poetry in the sense "Lt 1f you attack us with one spear
we will reteliate witn #=ny.

FATLULE OF TATATI'S MISSION IN GATROS

A%ié Ba®: According to Baghdad Broaucastiné station quoting
Iy . the mfssion of Muzehim Pajaji in Gairo has been a
complete failure.

The station further added that Mr. Pajaji's many
proposals to the Bgyptian suthorities were met vilth blank
refusal, Responsible circles in Egypt are sald %o have
acoused the Iraql Prime Minister and Minister of Yorelign
affalrs as responsible for the present tease situation
prevalling the arab countries.

ZIONISTS AMBITIONS:

%L;f Bal: .Accoxding to a forelgn newsagency reportor in
el Aviv, Israel's Foreign Minister Mr. Sharett spoke in
the State's General sassembly along the following lines:

1. Expansion of Israsl to include ten million displaced
Jows,

2, Occupsi on
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2. Occupation orf Jerusélem, oonsidered u part of Larael,

3. Rejection of Arab refugees retarn to theixr houes in
Palestine.

ané consideration of &ll Arab properties as legal property of
Zionists even if such a policy results in UN protest or Uus
angere

Mr, Shaerett is further reported to hive stated that in
his opinien the United States policy would not tend to
encourage the Arabs,

He further attacked the Catholic Church and described the
Pope as stupld because he did not understand the real needs
of lIsrael to monasteries and vast properties whioh Catholic
priests dispose of in Israel, The Fope's dreams to interna-

tionalize Jerusslem shall never materialize, Ie also added
that the bitter onslaughts daunched by the Gatholic press

against Zionism will only incrsase tension, and if Catholic
religion pokes its nose into such civil matters it will only
expose itself to danger.

Al Nas gquotes Sharett as having stated: "It ie Strange
strange that certain Arab States have found in aAmerica a
supporter for their regional claims and even stranger 1s

American agsistance for amending the present frontiers in
Palestine.

DAMASCUS CENTER OF ARAB ACTIVITY

AL Nasr: The Foreign Office and the liinistry of Defense

witnessed important Arad actiylity yesterday, th %, im-
po§%ant of w chd%erersuccess veyvysigg byyﬁhe ﬁr?%fsh

4 American Minlsters to the Forelgn Office at the latter's
nvitation. After their sueceesivegvisfgs to ths oreggn

Cffice, the two dlplomats froceeded to the Ministxry of
Defenss where they successively conferred vith Colonel Za'in
According to political centers in the Capital, the two
diplomats disecussed with the Foreign Minlster and with tle
Prime Minister the information given by thelr Governments to
their respective envoys in Baphded regarding the state of
affalrs in Syris and the forthcoming Presidentlal elections,
Jell informed sources Teport bizt the roreign Minlster bes
requested the two diplomats o discontinuauce of what may
be called "foreign intervention™ in the internal affairs of
the independent ilepublic of Syria.

CALILGAANS JANT 4NN BXATION TU SYiIas

Al Nasr: This paper published toduy the Tull text of the

Menmorandum
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nemorandum submitted by the iababitants of Gelllee to Sir
Williem Strang, permanent Under Secretary of the British
Yorelgn Office, demanding the annexation of the Galllee
distriot to Syria, ItYalso published the text of the
cadle sent by the Galileeans resident in Lebanon to
volonel Ousni Za'lu making the same deuwand.

S

&M'i' A well informed personality bas atated tlat the
Teservations put by the byrian party as to terms and conditions
fc3 the resumption of armistice taliks are no more
guarangtees from the Jows not to attack Palestinien olviliana
who 80 %0 harvest their orops. The talks will be resumed
today, Thursday, June 16. with regard to its refugee
policy, the Syrian Government believes that compensations
should be essessed individually and not collectlvely,

and that the 300,000,000 dollars which smed oa hus indloated
as adeQuate for ocompensation to refugaes are not
gu‘t‘goihnt, since thoir losues amount to 5,000,000,000

o Se

I > I ,iaSGUD

ine arad Unionist Delegation have arrlived at
) alrport where tliey were received with entiusiasm,
and moved to the Orient Palace. They ocalled first at
Government louse where tlhey registered their names, and
procesedud to the Forelgn Office wicre they met tne
Minis ter and disoussed with hin various political issues.
In the evening whey called on Colonel Za'im in ths
Minis of DeTense andfiined at the Damasaws Club at the
Invitation of the ¥oreign Office.

CONSKS 3 O S -, '

i;_}!gn:_ The difference in the valus of Syrien and
ebanase Cnrrenokin'oomaroial sircles hag soared up to
100 plastese in LS, 1,000, It is belleved that the Syrian
note sabmitted to the Lehanese Government on the future of
economic relations between the two countrics hee heen the
maln reason for tlLis differencs in value of ths two
currsneles, '

DOMESTIC
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DOMESTIC AFFAIRS

AR s o o e S D AN SO T o 0N WS 4R

COCKTAILS:

1 {1lab: The cocktail Party, given at bamascus Club
yesterday by Colonel and irs. Glaunattl, the Alr attache

at the American Legution, in honor of Major and Mrs.

Robert 3tewart, has becn one of the most delightful and
elegant of parties, G .neral Riley, personalities, Government
officials, alr Force offlcers, and othiers wers amoung the
guest-s.

The party revealed the kindness and generaosity of Colonel
and irs. Glannattl, and the guests have spent very nice time
exchauging umusing talks. The uests were bidden farewsll as
cordially as they were recelved,

ARTENTANS ‘£ STAY HERLS

é&h!ﬁ&i% The american families, residents of syrla, who

wore sobeduled to leeve for Soviet apmeniu next July have

- expressed their preference to stay in Syria, now that
conditions hawelimproved.

COLLIERS BANNLL ENTRY

Al *alamg A decree has been prepared banning entry into
3yrla of Oolliers, uhe .usrloan ilugazine acoused of
publishing articles of Zioulst tendency,

WP warvs o Bnan

F.CH/3S8/ES/aet,
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DamaStus  Badil  CUlwasNTany

June 15, 1949.
Hoon Commentary

Days and weeks are elapsing, and the diplomatic meetings
of raris and of Lausanne continue to attiract the atiention
of the world which is awaiting witnout nope the results of
one or tine other of these two conferences. Confidence in
these meetings is more and more diminishing, and ihe com-
mentaries of the international press are shifting to the
?essimistic peint of view.

in Paris, the four foreign ministers will have soon
held their twentieth session, without any progress whatso-
ever except to make evident that their respective points of’
view are absolutely irreconcilable, 1t is thus quite pro-
bable that the present negotiations will fail to achieve any
result. It might be said therefore that this conference
should not have been convened since the previous conference,
held for the same purpose, did not meet with success. 1t is
always wiser to attempt to negotiate than to despair. For as
long as statesmen are willing to discuss, there is no room for
arised conflicis, and tnat is quite enough. '

In Lausanne alsc, the different points of view do not
seem to have become reconciled. Hacn of the parties is
adheping to its positions with unshaken determination. The
arab delegates are defending the cause of Jjustice and hope
that their adversaries will finally make honourasle amends
and finally adhere to the United lations decisions and
resolutions,

This is why the development of events in this country are
being received witn complete satistactiion and pride, Within
8 few days, the Syrian people will be able to give freely its
oinion as regards the new constitutional reforms nroposed
by the new Syrian Government, reforuns aiming chiefly at
enabling the state to lead Syria to glory and prosperity.

, 4t the sawe tiue, the electorate will have tne right to
ap_.oint tne wan who, 0y his moral cnaracter and capacity for

organization, will lead tae Syrian nation. The 25th of June
will mark tine beginuing of a new era in the history of SyTia.

#Kvening Comuentasy
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Evening Comuentaxry

-~

The Syrian people are looking forward to the 25th
of this month when the dlectorate w.ll be calied upon to
decide on their future president. The people unave already
made taeir choice; tney are now centering their hopes
in the leader who has oeen able to reform in a saort
period the accumulated corruptions and vagaries of the
foruer regime. Yesterday, ne decided to resume the nego-
tiations with tue Jews wnose recent aggression in tne
soutnern district ol Jerusaleu has proved thelir couplete
indifference to the agreewents concluded witin them., This
firm attitude on his part will continue to be aporreciated
by the arabs. In contrast with certain leaders wio have
been exploiting the Arab peoples to serve tneir ambitious
designe for self-agsrandizement, H.d. the Syrian Premier,
has proved that he is wholeheartedly working for the wel-
tare of his people and for the cause of the Apabs in
general.

1f the peonrle huve expressed tneir confiaence in
ilese tite Syrion irremier in itxs capacity as reforuer,
statesman, and aruy leader, and if taey have aduired his
noble and firm attitude toward the Arab cause, their con-
fidence and aduiration are bound to increase once tney
reflect on the five-ysar plan already laid down by i.o.'s
Government, Several projects will be materialized in the
course of the next five years; tne exploitation of tae
cataract of Tal sShanab, the draining oI tne Ghab marsiies,
tile construction of the Lattakis narbor, the establishuent
of a daw in tue wsupirates, the sunrlying of aAleppo with
water from the buphrates and the improveuwent of the condit-
ions of the tribes turough education and through the
betterment of agriculture, There are projects for the
strongthening and reorganizing of the army on tihe most
modern basis, A military college will be establisned for
the training of nign raanking aruy ofricers. Two schools
will also ve estaplisued, ons for tra.ning pilois and the
otner for wilitury engineers. ructories will be estwolisuea
for tae construction and waintenance ol planes. Uthers
will be estaolished for tne wanufacture of li,nt arws and
amsunition., Ln the sphere of agriculture there are projecis
for the cultivation of palms, citrons, and bananas. Tu®
Sovernment's macninery will be reorganized. Social justice
and equality between the various sections of tne population
willi be realised. ln education, several scholars will bpe
sent abroad to specialise in various brancanes of the arts

and sciences.
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and sciences. .cademic, agricultural, and

taecunicel education will be enlarged.

These are some of the projects of the
five year plan. The jeople are quite cou-
fident that the leader, who has been able to
revive their hopes in a period of five ,ears,

is quite capable of completing his reform
campedone

a8

- Wt e we e Gm W s w Ny W W
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ARARAD

31 March

Courageous Shepherd

We read the speech of the "courageous shepherd" but did not want

to commuent on the explosion of this pretentious youth. We had
been informed that he was inexperienced, but did not realize that
1t was to such a degree., His attacks were based on the anti-
Christlan message supposedly given over Radio Erivan, and about
which noone knows anything except the editor of "Arevelk" who seems

to have been the only listener. Furthermore, the message may not have

come from Zrivan, and if it did, it is in all probability only the
personal ideas of the s peaker. It may be true that this message
was sent out over Radlo Erivan, as there is no hypocrasy in our
fatherland. We would have been very pleased with Bishop ZAREH if
he had preachedin the same manner on Xmas day.

2 April

It was an opportune time for Bishop ZAREH to talk about our
national problems and clalms. Instead of talking about our enemy
and the great democratic powers who say there is no Armenian claim,
the Bishop attacked our fatherland where Armenian culture is
progressinge.

The Kurds appreclate and pralse the happy life they lead in Soviet
Armenia while we talk of hatred and revenge through our Prelate.

Time will bring them to their senses, but woe unto those who do
not hasten to change thelr views immediately.

2 Aprll

The tenth lecture of the Hinchak Party was held on March 27, with
Mre Peniamin JAMGOTCHIAN as speaker.

20 April
The cultural unlon of Armenians in Lebanon held its regular literary

meeting on April 7. Mr. A. ATTARIAN spoke on Soviet literature,
past and present.
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22 April

Poet Nayrii ZARIAN from Soviet Armenia ls attending the Peace
Congress in Paris where he willl unite his voice with the other
thousands of delegates to safeguard peace in this world.

8 May

"Le Jour" writes that the repatriation of Armenians to Soviet
Armenia will be resumed this summer and that three steamships are
expected to arrive in Beirut soon, the first arriving in the
middle of July, %o transport seven thousand Armenians to Soviet

. Armenia. The editor of "Ararad" comments that his news is
unofficial and of no value."

13 May

In order to finish the construction of the lower Zankoo canal,
six hundred and fifty golkhozes, composed of both sexes, are
working on the last two kllometers.

21 May

The twelfth serial lecture of the Hinchak Party took place on May
15, Comrade Me NAJARIAN spoke on Party education.

24 May

Rumanian Armenians have sent the following quantlitlies of timber
to Soviet Armenia from Rumenia:

3000 cublc meters in 1946
1500 cubic meters in 1948
3000 cubic meters on 10 May 1949

25 May

Last week about forty persons, including fourteen Armenians, were
arrested in Aleppo for Communist activities. Among these were our
fellow comrades,

Guleser DEMIRJIAN

Yervant BABOYAN

Hrant MURADIAN

Avedis EKMEKJIAN

who had been arrested a month and a half ago but had been released
in a week!s time. We are sorry that 3yrian Hinchaks who have worked
for Syria and its independence for the last twenty-five years have
now been arrested and accused of being Communists. We hope this
misunderstanding will be stralghtened up and that our comrades will

| be relesassedo
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AZTAG

27 March

) The Ramgavar press in Lebanon and elsewhere is anxious to present
Armenian Communities as falthful servants of Moscow, This is
very dangerous, especially at the present time, because foreigners
belleve that Armenians are the principle exponents of Soviet

‘ policy in the Near East.

In reality we are not very worried about this propaganda. We
know that the judgment of our people is sound, and that the

ma jority know the real situation, However, the 1deas of the
yellow press are taken into serious consideration by foreigners
who are apt to see all Armenians in the same light.

It would be very useful to form national bodies in Lebanon
conposed of the sound elements. We must look at the speeches of
Bishop ZAREH and Dr. A. KABAKIAN in Aleppo from this point of view.

20 April

Sarkis MAJAROV, a Russlan-Armenian, was recently murdered in Istanbul,
According to the Turkish paper "Tasvir", MAJAROV was anti-Communist.
"Tasvir" suspscts that he was murdered for political reasons,
Accordihg to "Son Telegraph" (Turkish paper) MAJAROV was born in

Van, Turkey but became a Russian cltizen thirty years ago. The

paper states that during the days of the Ottoman Empire, he belonged
to the Hinchaek Revolutlonary Party and played a role in the Sassoon
and Van events.

30 April
The Arrival of Comrade TRO

Our well-imown comrade arrived by ailr from Egypt accompanied by
Conmrades Moses DER-KALUSTIAN and Hrach PAPAZIAN. Hundreds of
Tashnaks and other Armenians were present at the aerodrome to meet
the great Armenlan soldier. They applauded him heartily when he
alighted from the plane. He was then escorted by about twenty
motorcycles and more than a hundred cars to the Tashnak Club where
many of his friends were waiting for him. There Comrades Aram
SAHAKIAN welcomed him and TRO conveyed the hearty wishes of
Comrades in the United States.
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10 May

An edlitorial in which the editor ecriticizes Bishop ARDAVAZT,
Prelate of Western Europe, for taking part in the so-called "Peace
Congress" in Paris. The editor says that the congress was a
political one and that Bishop ARDAVAZT's attendance was dangerous
for Armenians, The Bishop had refused ECHMIADSIN's invitation

to be present at the Orthodox clergymens!t congress in Moscow, and
the editor wonders if the Bishop's presence at the Peace Congress
was To counteract his refusal to go to Moscow. It is felt that the
Bishopt!s action may put his community under suspicion, regardless
of the fact that the honesty and faithfulness of Armenians towards
the countries where they live has often been proved,

11 May

Final elections in the Aleppo district council were held last week
in Lattaqlyyah, Kessab, Azzaz-Afrin and Jazirah (Ramishliyyah as
center). The elections were lawful and peaceful, and the number
of voters was exceptionally highe It is understood unofficially
that the following Tashnaks were elected:

Kamishliyyah District: Comrade Hrach PAPAZIAN
Dr. Vroyr MINASSIAN
Mr. Vahan DUMANIAN
Mr, Minas KHATCHADURIAN
Mre. Bedros BEDROSSIAN
Comrade Harutun VORPERIAN

Lataqiyyah - Kessab: Mr. Toris BABIKIAN
Azzaz-Afrin @ Yusuf SHITILIAN

17 May

The Soviet factory of lies has recently exported some goods for the
enjoyment of their Communist-Ramgavar papers. One product which was
immediately published under grandiose titles stated that two or
three Tashnaks were recently taken by a British destroyer from Egypt
to Turkey to help the Turks prepare maps of Soviet Armmenia.
Cormmunist lies have even lost their ridiculousness., The Ramgavar
"patriots™ accompanied the chorus by adding that the Tashnsak

leaders who went to Turkey were TRO and IPEKIAN,

22 May

The May 22 issue of AZTAG is dedicated to the thirtieth anniversary

. of the Homenetmen (Armenian General Sportive Union). There are several
articles giving a background sketch of the Homenetmen, an organization
dedicated to physical and moral work. The Homenetmen has educated
$hB®feneration of members to be sound mentally, strong physically and
nationalistic in spirit. The Homenetmen has twenty-five branches in
Syria and Lebanon, with 4761 active members, sportsmen and scoutws
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ZARTONK

13 April

Mro. Shahe GEBENLIAN, the son of our Comrade Setrak GEBENLIAN, has
been nominated the representative of the British Reuter Telegraphilc
Agency, His predecessor has been transferred to Palestine.

14 April

During 1948 the production of meat, construction materials, lumber
and other light industries and agricultural products surpassed the
pre-war level. Wheat production was forty two percent greater
than in 1940. The Sevanko hydro-slectric station was completed

- during 1948.

If We had the Will

By L. TUTUNJIAN
(Summary of Article which appeared in April 12, 13 and 14 issues)

The continuation of Armenian communities outslde the Soviet Union
is our most vital problem and we have the means and the abllity to
solve it. Our effort, however, is dependent upon our solidarity
and union. We have the common grounds, common culture, history
and moral and physical gifts.

Since we are outside our fatherland, we must continue our efforts ==
apart from that of earning a living -- to keep ourselves good
Armenlans. Our past history and the memories of this generalion
help our effort. However, the next generation willneed to work
harder as their memories of the past will have decreased.

The Armenian communities outside Soviet Armenia are not a whols or
a unit, but a part of the whole, a part of the unit. We are
attracted by the greater mass, our fatherland. Our effort to
continue therefore becomes an inner effort to unite with the whole.
All our efforts and even our history would be meaningless 1f we

did not have our fatherland. There was a time when our fatherland
was condemned to death, but it rose, and is now a living thing, a
reality'

The primary reason for the existence of Armenian communities
outside Soviet Armenia is the safekeeping and progress of the
Armenian people and the fatherlande

Unfortunately the Armenians are not united in a common effort. The
Ramgavar Party 1s the only one which sponsors a national union,
and its appeal has only resulted in hatred.
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15 April

Armenila - Country of Irrigation

Erivan~--The Stalin Canal and other canals in Armenia are being
cleaned and mede ready to irrigate the lande. Flve thousand more
hectars of land wlll be 1rrigated this year.

10 R G S A o (ag

The sum of twenty point five million rubles has been alloted for

the construction of a textile factory for the production of tick
textiles in Leninakan, This factory will be the most important

one in the Trans-Caucasus and will supply the neighboring republics,
Its yearly production will be forty two point five million meters,

21 April

An advertisement is given of the film "Repatriation™ which will be
shown in Beiruts In it will be seen the arrival of the first
caravan in Batum, the enthuslastic entry of the repatriees into
Soviet Armenia and the reception given the immigrants by the
inhabltants of Leninaskan and Erivan,

Soviet Armenia

Erivan--The reforestatien of fifteen hundred hectars of land will
be carried on this year. The trees will be planted in three rows,
each one hundred and twelve kilometers longe One-third of the
plants will consist of walnut trees, pear trees, apple trees and
cther frult trees. The purpose of this reforestation in nine
districts is to protect the fields and cities from the dry southern
winde

10 May

The paper quotes Le Jourts article on repatriation of Armenians and
considers the news without foundation because no source is gilven
and nelther the Repatriation Commlttee nor the Armenlan Government
have made any declsarations in this connectlion. The paper suggests
that Armenians take this news without credence, and states that

the only relieble source on repatriation is the Repatriation
Committee.

- e on ou o o0

The Miracle Mathematician of Erivan

Serkis MADINIAN, who was born in Epivan twenty years ago, wes
recently appointed a member of Armeniats Academy of Sciences, and
granted the degree of Doctor of Schence. After graduating from

the University of Erivan, Sarkis went to Moscow where he completed
a three-~year course at the Faculty of Mathematics in one year,
While there he succeeded in solving one of Stephan BONAK's unsolved
mathematical rroblems., He received the highest mark in his
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examinations and won the Mathematlical Soclety's prize.

11 May

Five hundred thousand rubles will be spent thls year for the con-
struction of a tobacco fermentation factory in the Sevan area which
will be completed in September 1949 and will produce twelve hundred

tons of tobaccoe

17 May

Obstructionists at Work

The Catholicosat at Antellias has announced that the blessing of

the holy o1l will take place en June 5. This has always haen one
of the greatest ceremonies of the churche In order to make this
ceremony impressive and glorious, the Cathollcos recently invited
certain Armenians and representatives of Armenian newspapers to
attend, According to Aztarar this ceremony will not be successful
because the representatives of a certain organization, which has led
the Armenlans, were absent, We know that this organization and the
Catholic weekly are doing all they can to mske the ceremony a
failure. As a matter of fact they are doing thelr best to obstruct
every enterprise undertaken by the Caethollicosat. However, the

ma jority of Armenians are with the Catholicosat and will disappoint
that organization by attending the ceremony en masse.

12 May

They Smell a Crime
A. Arakellian

Bishop ARDAVAZT has taken part in the Paris "World Peace Congress?

"argvelk" of Aleppo has again started accusing and defaming the
Armenian clergy as "Chekists™ and "Agents" from France to Iran.
"Arevelk" is certeinly doing thils service with the expectation of
receiving a compensation.

It should be noted that the non-leftist British representative,

the general mrelate of German Catholics, the well-known Protestant,
Mooltun and Reve. Emery CHAPLER of the United States, and five
hundred responsible Catholic, Protestant and Orthodox clergymen
from various parts of the world have taken part in the Congress.
Mother Queen Elizabeth of Belgium sent her best wishes and
encouraging words, and the representative of the Belglan Womens?
General Union took part in the Congress. Are all these agents

of Moscow?

The reason for Tashnak dlssatisfaction is not Bishop ARDAVAZT's act
but their hatred for peace. Peace will ruin all thelr hopes and
dreams, their hope of a war when they, together with the Turks,
wlll liberate armenia. For the Tashneks, the continuation of
peace will cut the branch they are sitting on.
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24 May

"Arevelk" lles about the Aleppo District Elections

According to "Arevelk™ of 8 May, the elections were held in a alm,
peaceful atmosphere, and the proportion of electors has been
unprecedented. "Arevelk" mentions also the names of the six
representatives who were electeds We are in a position to state
that all these are lies, The Jazirah elections were unlawful.
Furthermore, the great majority of non-Tashnak Armenlans did not
know about the elections so they did not participate. The only
participants were the Tashnaks, A true report of the elections
must come from the Vicar of QAMISHLIYYAH.

25 May

The Turklsh Government!s Policy toward the Armenlans

Istanbul, October 5, 1949

The Armenians in Turkey are relatively well off from a natlonal
point of view, After the difficult times of 1923-1940 and the
dramatic events of 1940~1945, the position of the Turkish Governuent
has softened, especially in the last one and a half years.

The difference 1s very notlceable. During the pre-war period, the
words of the Armenlan nation, people, and community could not be
printed in the Armenian press. Now the Armenians are permitted %o
give Armenian plays, organize studeni and graduate unlions, and to
participate in cultural, musical and artistic activities on a
national level. No more curses and threatse

This policy, however, may be more dangerous than the old one of
attack. It is evident that the new policy 1s for propaganda
purposes, to show Armenians outside of Turkey how happy and
contented we are. We are no longer considered doubtful elements,
bub faithful and dear compatriots. All this is permitted on one
condition: that the Armenians hate their fatherland and those
who love their fatherland. The Turks want to prove that Armenians
in Soviet Armenia are not living like Armenians; they have no
freedom, no independence, no religious liberty; they are hungry,
miserable, and suffer. In Turkey, however, the Armenians have
national, religious and economic freedom.

The recent attacks of the Turkish press have been directed against
the progressive and patriotic organizations in Armenian communities,
while nothing derogatory is written against the Tashnaks.

The present policy is not favorable from a national point of view,
but 1t is not expected to result in a division of the Istambul
Armenians into two campse
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31 May
Erivan 1s Speaking

The Four-Year Institute of Foreign Languages was recently opened

in Soviet Armenia by decision of the Council of Ministerse

The Institute has a separate building, hall, offices, laboratories
and other conveniences, The Institute 1s coeducational and now

has six hundred students, eighty of whom repatriated from Lebanon,
France, Egypt, Syria, Bulgaria, Rumania, Greece and other countries.
There are also ten repatriated teachers who are teaching German,
French and English. One hundmod and £ifty mew ewademba —illd e
admitted in the next scholastic year. Salary and lodging for all
students is guaranteed.
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